234    INDIVIDUAL DISEASE AGENTS AND THEIR EFFECTS

Interference with Research

L mterrogans serovar ballum infection in mice has not been shown to
alter the results of experimentation. However, it represents a serious zoonosis
and is unacceptable in experimental animals

Mycoplasma muris

Significance

The prevalence of Mycoplasma muris in mice is unknown

Perspective

M muris is an anaerobic mycoplasma of a previously unrecognized spe-
cies that was recently isolated from the vaginas of mice in a single labora-
tory (McGarrity et al., 1983)

Agent

Mycoplasma muris is a bacterium, class Mollicutes, order Mycoplas-
matales, family Mycoplasmataceae (sterol-requinng mycoplasmas) M muris
is a recently described, new species of mycoplasma It is a strict anaerobe
that grows only on SP-4 medium (not on standard horse serum and yeast
extract medium suitable for other rodent mycoplasmas), and hydrolyzes
argmine. It hemadsorbs to guinea pig erythrocytes and is serologically
distinct from all other known mycoplasmas (McGamty et al , 1983).

Host
Mice

Epizootiology

M. muris has been isolated only from the vagina of pregnant RIII strain
mice m one laboratory. Its prevalence in other strains and populations of
mice is unknown.

Clinical

M. muris has not been associated with clinical disease.